‘A lot of women are trained that 
economic issues are real problems and 
this sexual harassment thing is just 
extra added discomfort.’ 


Boston Globe 


MONDAY, 


NOVEMBER 27, 


‘This is serial rape. . . . This 
should be treated like a major 
crime investigation.’ 


GILLIAN MASON, Jobs With Justice interim codirector 


Costs are high if the low-paid complain 


Women face big hurdles, 
including job loss, if they 
report sexual harassers 


By Katie Johnston 
GLOBE STAFF 

One woman’s supervisor told her hed 
give her credit for working a shift at a 
Charlestown bread company if she went 
home with him instead. When she resisted 
his advances, he cut her hours, according to 
a complaint filed with the state. 

A Boston-area house cleaner said she 
was raped by her boss multiple times. He 
threatened to have her deported if she re- 
ported him, her lawyer said. 


A Spanish-speaking worker at a Somer- 
ville manufacturer said in an interview that 
her manager scoffed when she said she’d go 
to the owners if he didn’t stop touching her. 
He served as her translator. Did she really 
want to get him in trouble? 

The flood of sexual misconduct allega- 
tions in recent weeks has come largely from 
women in white-collar professions, but the 
problem is thought to be much more preva- 
lent, and hidden, among low-wage work- 
ers. These women can’t afford to lose their 
jobs. Often they don’t speak English and 
don’t know the procedure for reporting 
abuse. 

Undocumented immigrants fear that if 
they confront their harassers, they will re- 
port the workers to immigration authori- 


TYLER FOX, Cambridge attorney, on the case of 
a client who is an undocumented house cleaner 


ties. Under the Trump administration, ad- 
vocates say, these workers have become 
even more fearful of speaking up. 

And when they do, even more obstacles 
await. 

Lawyers are often reluctant to take their 
cases because they can’t put down any 
money upfront. If damages for lost wages 
are awarded, they tend to be low, meaning 
less of a payday for the attorneys. Even 
Greater Boston Legal Services, a nonprofit 
long dedicated to helping low-income 
workers, has largely stopped taking sexual 
harassment cases because they are so re- 
source-intensive. 

Sexual harassment nearly always in- 
volves an imbalance of power between per- 
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2017 


A PRIMARY CONCERN 


Schools paid 
some workers 


off the books 


IRS audit finds 
unreported pay; 
Chang orders 
broad changes 


By James Vaznis 
GLOBE STAFF 

Boston Public Schools used 
student activity accounts to 
pay employees under the ta- 
ble for extra work and did not 
report the income to the In- 
ternal Revenue Service, ac- 
cording to findings from an 
IRS audit that were obtained 
by the Globe. 

The failure to report the 
earnings to the IRS means 
both the school system and 
the employees were not pay- 
ing taxes on the income, a vio- 
lation of federal tax law that 
can result in financial penal- 
ties. 

The IRS also found that 


schools had used student ac- 
tivity accounts to pay for pro- 
grams and other items not re- 
lated to student activities, 
which also violates federal 
and state rules. Student activi- 
ty accounts can only support 
experiences outside the class- 
room that supplement a stu- 
dent’s education, such as field 
trips or student clubs. 

Much of the money for the 
student activity funds is gen- 
erated by fund-raisers, unso- 
licited donations, and reve- 
nue generated from student 
events, most often through 
ticket sales. 

The school department, 
which has kept the findings 
under wraps for months and 
told the School Committee 
about them only last week, 
would not say how much 
money or how many schools 
or employees were involved. 
The IRS would not comment 
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PHOTOS BY CHERYL SENTER FOR STAT 


Dr. Anna Konopka, 84, looked through her patient appointment book in her three-room office. 


By Eric Boodman 
STAT 

EW LONDON, N.H. — The voice sounded like 
a child crying. It seemed to follow Dr. Anna 
Konopka around, echoing through the rooms 
of her house. She thought it might be coming 
from the neighbors — but no, it was inside her 
own walls. “Mrs. Ghost,” she called it. 

She didn’t tell anyone. They would think she was unstable. 
She was a primary care doctor, treating both children and 
adults. It wouldn’t do for people to hear she had ghost trouble. 
Finally, one night around midnight, as she was getting ready 
for bed — there it was, in her room, sobbing. “I said, ‘All right, 
what do you want from me? I will . . . pray for you for three 
days. Let me know if it is enough, ” Konopka recalled. “And 
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The Rev. Tom Hoar’s first query to new residents of 
St. Edmund’s Retreat: “Have you had enough?” 


Addicts find an island 
refuge amid a tempest 


THOMAS FARRAGHER 
COMMENTARY 


MYSTIC, Conn. — Eleven acres of emerald jut into Fish- 
ers Island Sound, where sunlight dances like so many well- 
cut diamonds on gray, wind-whipped water, and the cause- 
way that leads to this place — Enders Island — is just a 
football field long. 

But for the young men who cross that tiny one-lane 
bridge, for the teens and young adults whose lives have 
been wrecked by drugs and alcohol, who have left behind a 
trail of betrayal and defeat, of hopelessness and paralyzing 
fear, it is nothing less than the passage of a lifetime. 

And when they get to the other side, there’s a priest 
from Quincy, Mass. — a genial guy whose spiritual home as 
a kid was a triple-decker in South Boston — waiting for 
them. 

He has the simplest of questions. It’s a life-changing 
one. 

“Have you had enough?” the Rev. Tom Hoar asks. 

It’s a question he had to confront a long time ago. Now 
it’s a question that he helps others answer — step by step, 


she stopped crying. She never followed me again.” 
Konopka takes that same in-your-face approach to every- 
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Konopka’s office, where she sees patients, is situated 
next to her house in New London, N.H. 


day by day. 


“Tm grateful for God’s blessings in my life and in the life 
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In the news 


Representative John Conyers 
Jr. is leaving his post as the 
top Democrat on the House Ju- 
diciary Committee amid sexual 
harassment allegations against 
him, the House’s longest-serv- 
ing lawmaker. A2. 


Pakistan ordered troops to 
protect key buildings in re- 
sponse to violent protests in 
the capital. A4. 


One of three Navy sailors lost 
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in a cargo plane crash in the 
Pacific grew up in Dalton. B3. 


A state lawmaker’s provision 
would provide money for a li- 
brary in the developing Seaport 
district. B9. 


Four elections, including those 
for governor in Maine and 
Connecticut, are shaping up to 
be the most interesting in New 
England next year. B1. 


The FBI failed to notify scores 
of US officials that Russian 
hackers were trying to break 
into their personal e-mail ac- 
counts. A7. 


The United States and Israel 
try to block a UN list of compa- 
nies that operate in West Bank 
settlements. A12. 


For breaking news, updated 
stories, and more, visit our website: 


BostonGlobe.com 
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A pair of braces 


Monday: Chilly, windy. 
High 44-49, low 25-30. 


Tuesday: Cool, lots of sun. 
High 42-47. low 38-43. 


High tide: 5:15, 5:30. 
Sunrise: 6:49. Sunset: 4:14. 
Complete report, B13. 


Tufts University postponed an 
event featuring former White 
House spokesman Anthony 
Scaramucci after he threat- 
ened to sue a student and the 
school newspaper over an op- 
ed column. B1. 


SEVENTH HEAVEN 


JIM DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF 


Patriots cornerback Stephon Gilmore grabbed an interception with 7 seconds left 
in the second quarter to squash a potential Miami score. The Patriots beat the 
Dolphins 35-17, for their seventh straight win. Score, C1. 


